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FIGHT   BOLSHEVISM   WITH   DEMOCRACY1

The epitaph of Bolshevism was composed long ago, when
it was written of the ancient Gauls that "They shook all States
and founded none." The Bolsheviki have neither founded new
States nor made any other addition to the constructive powers
of mankind. Not a single institution or principle of enduring
value can be discerned in the whole mass of Bolshevist propa-
ganda, intrigue and experimentation. It is a negative, destruc-
tive, disintegrating force. It has shaken many States, some-
times, as in Russia, almost wholly destroying the entire struc-
ture of organized society and extinguishing the light of
civilization. In those nations in which government has been
less brutally tyrannical than Russia knew under the Prussian-
led Romanoffs, and in which the people have been accustomed
to the self-discipline of a vastly greater degree of freedom and
political responsibility, Bolshevism has been less influential for
evil. It has been thwarted by the superior strength which
governments based on widely diffused privileges and powers
always enjoy.

It is easily comprehensible, but none the less gravely por-
tentous, that in this country the first response to the challenge
of Bolshevist propaganda has too generally taken the form of
a resort to methods of oppression and repression resting on
brute force and in no essential particular differing from those
resorted to by the most despotic autocrats. The average Amer-
, lean loves and cherishes the freedom and opportunity so widely
diffused under our form of government. By no means blind
to the defects and shortcomings of our political and economic
arrangements; increasingly inclined to challenge those arrange-
ments and to make cautious experiments with a view to per-
fecting them, the average intelligent American citizen, from
whatever land he or his parents may have come, is passionately
proud of Arnerican democracy, despite its imperfections. He
is ready to improve it if he can, but he is determined to defend
it, and is not ready to undertake experiments which will im-
peril it,

To the mind and temper here indicated Bolshevism, with
its fierce, strident challenge and its reckless daring born of
despair, is unintelligible and incomprehensible. Therefore it
is ?L thing to be feared and hated; for men fear the thing they
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